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Water conditions
After two weeks of significant 
improvement, the latest drought map for 
conditions as of January 19 shows little 
change from the previous week. Because 
of additional rainfall across the Panhandle 
and Central Texas since January 19, 
next week’s drought map should further 
reduce the area of the state in drought.

Drought conditions
	S 49% now
	S 48% a week ago
	S 40% three months ago
	S 35% a year ago

Intensity

D0	 abnormally dry

D1	 drought - moderate

D2	 drought - severe

D3	 drought - extreme

D4	 drought - exceptional
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Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
By the end of April, the 
National Weather Service 
expects drought to 
expand to cover all of the 
Panhandle and Central 
Texas. But drought is 
not expected to impact 
north central and East 
Texas, making this the 
most optimistic seasonal 
outlook produced for 
several months.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.

Bryan McMath, Governmental Relations  |  bryan.mcmath@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-7850 
Lauren Munguia, Media Relations  |  lauren.munguia@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-2322 

www.twdb.texas.gov Stay connected:

mailto:bryan.mcmath%40twdb.texas.gov?subject=From%20Texas%20Water%20Development%20Board
mailto:sarah.haney%40twdb.texas.gov?subject=From%20Texas%20Water%20Development%20Board
www.twdb.texas.gov
https://www.facebook.com/twdboard
https://twitter.com/twdb
https://www.instagram.com/waterfortexas/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfncy69cLagGvBv3YvfRMA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/texas-water-development-board

