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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions 
as of April 20 shows the largest one-
week improvement since early January. 
Large areas, particularly in the northeast 
quarter of the state, experienced a one-
class improvement in drought conditions. 
That same part of the state could see 
additional improvements in the next 
week.

Drought conditions
	S 67% now
	S 75% a week ago
	S 49% three months ago
	S 16% a year ago
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Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
Drought is expected to be 
a major concern for the 
western U.S., including 
Texas, for the immediate 
future. A little good news 
for us: by the end of July, 
the National Weather 
Service expects most of 
East Texas to be drought 
free.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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